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By Heather Hetler, Speech/Language Pathologist(McKin-
ley, Riley, New Tech School)

 In mid-November, several speech-language pa-
thologists traveled to Chicago to attend this year’s annual 
American Speech-Language Hearing Association con-
ference. This three-day conference attracted record-high 
numbers this year, with around 15,000 total SLPs, audi-
ologists, students, and other related professionals from 
around the world.
 The SBCSC SLPs enjoyed attending a wide vari-
ety of sessions, from the opening session by Ben & Jer-
ry (yes, that Ben & Jerry) emphasizing the importance of 
teamwork, to sessions about autism, literacy, alternative 
and augmentative communication, bilingual language as-
sessments, and apraxia, just to name a few.
 I also was able to present a poster session on Sat-
urday, entitled Development of hybrid classroom-based 
therapy. This poster outlined how I have started to devel-
op a model incorporating various service delivery models 
in order to best meet student need and balance the other 
demands of the caseload, too, including paperwork, time 
for consulting with teachers, and prevention activities. It 
was an amazing experience to talk with a large number of 
people interested in the topic, including SLPs and students 

ASHA Convention-Hybrid Classroom-based Therapy

from around the United States, and even a doctoral student 
at Indiana University currently researching service deliv-
ery models.
 I also spent a few hours every day helping out at 
the Tactus Therapy Solutions booth in the exhibit hall. 
This involved demonstrating some of my favorite thera-
py apps to the hundreds of people walking by, and again 
meeting like-minded SLPs from around the United States.
We were all inspired by the great things we learned and 
look forward to implementing new ideas and materials 
into our therapy. I look forward to this annual opportunity 
to network and learn about new therapy techniques and 
research.(See related article, p.2). 

Hybrid classroom-based therapy incorporates various service 
delivery models in order to best need student needs and balance 
the others demands of the caseload.

SBCSC Speech/Language Pathologists at the ASHA Confer-
ence in Chicago



By Heather Hetler, Speech/Language Patholigist(McKin-
ley, Riley, New Tech High School)

 The field of speech-language pathology is wide, 
and as the field grows, so does the research. Many of the 
SLPs who attended ASHA found the sessions relating to 
social thinking very interesting. This area helps support 
individuals with high-functioning autism, Asperger Syn-
drome, and others who have difficulty with pragmatic lan-
guage. Michelle Garcia Winner is one of the leading experts 
in the field, and several who attended went to a session to 
learn about the Social Pragmatic Informal Dynamic Social 
Thinking Assessment. 
 This dynamic assessment provides an outline for a 
more comprehensive evaluation for individuals with prag-
matic language weaknesses. Pragmatic language is defined 
as the rules for social language, and involves using lan-
guage for different purposes, changing language according 
to the needs of a listener or situation, and following rules for 
conversations and storytelling (ASHA, 2013).
 The protocol provides a measure of real-time use 
of pragmatic language, as opposed to the decontextualized 

and somewhat contrived measure found in most standard-
ized tests. In combination with the tests that generate a stan-
dard score, the Social Pragmatic Informal Dynamic Social 
Thinking Assessment provides another way for speech-lan-
guage pathologists to better assess the actual pragmatic 
needs of a student. We look forward to including this new 
information into our assessment toolboxes.
 Other areas of current research we learned about 
included Childhood Apraxia of Speech, Central Auditory 
Processing Disorder, and the use of morphological aware-
ness tasks to increase literacy. Nearly every session provid-
ed both research and new therapy techniques for the SLPs 
who attended.

American Speech-Language Hearing Association. (1997-
2013). Social language use (pragmatics). Retrieved from 
http://www.asha.org/public/speech/development/Pragmat-
ics/

Winner, M.G. (2007) Thinking About You Thinking About 
Me, 2nd edition. Think Social Publishing, Inc. San Jose, Ca.

What’s New in the Field of Speech-language Pathology?

by Heather Hetler, Speech/Language Pathologist, McKinley 
Primary

 Almost two years ago, I submitted my first review 
for the website Smart Apps For Kids. My review of Prepo-
sition Builder, an app I use frequently in therapy, started my 
“career” with Smart Apps For Kids that has resulted in well 
over 100 reviews, multiple top lists, and, as of June, three 
days a week contributing to the Good Free App of the Day, 
a daily post of a free app that we’ve deemed to be at least 
good, and sometimes great.
 Other reviewers include a special education teach-
er and another speech-language pathologist (also both from 
Indiana!), a PhD student from Northern Ireland studying the 
use of apps with autism, and other parents, most with chil-
dren with special needs. A side site, Smart Apps for Special 
Needs, focuses on apps useful for individuals with special 
needs. And android users can follow Smart Apps for An-
droid, for their own daily app finds.
 The easiest way for parents, teachers, and therapists 
to follow Smart Apps For Kids is by signing up for the dai-
ly email newsletter. This newsletter, sent once a day around 
11am  (and twice a day on Fridays), includes links to the 
newest daily content on the website. Smart Apps For Special 
Needs also sends out a newsletter several times a week. 
View some of my favorite lists here:

Top Ten FREE Apps for Language Therapy (good for par-
ents, too!)
http://www.smartappsforkids.com/2013/08/top-free-apps-
for-language-therapy.html

Top Ten Apps for Common Core State Standards: Language 
Arts
http://www.smartappsforkids.com/2013/08/common-core-
state-standards-language-arts.html

And view the main website to sign up for the newsletter and 
get a daily dose of app reviews and free apps. 
http://www.smartappsforkids.com/

All About Apps

St. Joseph County Special Olympics

By Tom Spencer, Editor
Special Olympics offers sports opportunities for children 
and adults from eight to eighty. Track and field, basketball, 
swimming, corn hole, and bocce ball are some of the sports 
offered throughout the year. All children and adults are eli-
gible. If you have a child interested in participating or would 
like to volunteer with St. Joseph County Special Olympics 
contact county coordinator David Graf at 574-540-9086 



by Denise Wimmer, McKinley Primary Center

 Several years ago, due to budget cuts, weekly 
community outings were terminated for students in the 
Lifeskills program at the primary centers. Thanks to a 
grant funded by the South Bend Education Foundation, 
two Lifeskills classes at McKinley Primary will partici-
pate in 12 outings to various community sites this school 
year. The South Bend Education Foundation grant sup-
plied the monies to pay for the buses for the one-hour 
trips plus $20.00 spending money per trip.
 Our first outing was to Martin’s Grocery store. 
My kindergartners, first graders and second graders were 
accompanied by two second grade mentors from Mrs. 
Washington’s second grade class. The mentors were se-
lected on the basis of their consistent good behavior and 
affirmative decision making this school year. Our goal is 
to have two different mentors from this regular education 
class per trip.
 Prior to the first outing students were taught to 
wear their identification badges and to carry their wal-
lets with their four dollar bills. This was a big deal! At 
Martin’s the students was tasked with the job of selecting 
new toothpastes, waiting in the checkout line, paying for 
the toothpaste, putting their change and receipt in their 
wallets, and then waiting appropriately for their class-
mates to proceed through the line. The students had to 
take turns, use their inside voices, stay with the group 
without holding hands, and be positive representatives of 
McKinley School. My students were awesome!
 Every morning my students review their dai-

Education Foundation Grant Provides Community Opportunities
ly school schedules. On the day of the next community 
outing, when they saw Martin’s on their schedule, they 
immediately made the connection and were excited. One 
first grade girl commented, “I need money.”
 Future trips planned include the main South Bend 
Post Office (we are mailing our school made Christmas 
presents to our parents), McDonald’s, return trips to 
Martin’s and the Farmer’s Market.
 One final comment concerns the positive com-
ments and smiles earned by my students from the patrons 
and staff at Martin’s. The ladies in the front office and the 
clerks in the checkout line were patient, and took time 
to talk to the students, and generally helped make this a 
super learning experience for the lifeskills students.

Student using money in the Martin’s checkout line.

            The PATINS project was 
begun as Indiana’s response to 
the federal mandate that Assis-
tive Technology be considered 
at every case conference, and 
be made available to all indi-
viduals who need an accessi-
ble learning environment to 
benefit from our schools’ cur-
riculum. Our state monies are 

divided into 5 regional offices (NE, NW, Central, SE and 
SW). In South Bend, our CAT team relates to the NW PA-
TINS office, located in Crown Point, IN. Our PATINS office 
maintains a lending library of equipment that we may re-
quest on a loan basis so that we can “try before we buy”, and 

hopefully make informed decisions on what to purchase for 
specific students.

 In addition to a lending library, PATINS offers train-
ing, consultation and technical assistance. They have a state-
wide technology conference each year that brings in nation-
ally known speakers. SBCSC currently is participating in a 
“Targeted Technical Assistance Grant” to provide support in 
developing systems for providing Accessible Instructional 
Materials to students in our schools. For more information 
on which students qualify for Accessible Materials, go to 
http://aim.cast.org/learn/accessiblemedia/allaboutaim

 To learn more about PATINS, and to access their re-
sources, go to www.patinsproject.com.

PATINS (Promoting Achievement through Technology and Instruction for all Students)
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AUTISM CORNER
By Cyndi Smith, Editor

Prepare in Advance for the Holidays
Parents need to prepare in advance to make the holidays less stressful for their child with autism.  Using visuals can help 
your child know the expectations and to know what they can do when things don’t go well.  They can look at the visuals 
repeatedly, which often is reassuring to them.

1. Make things predictable.   Use a calendar to show when specific activities will occur (e.g, when relatives will arrive, 
when the tree will be decorated, when presents will be 
opened, when you will bake cookies, when you will go to 
a special service, etc. -- also note when there will be “No 
School.”   Write simple social stories with lots of details, 
to explain what is going to happen and what your child can 
do at the various events.

2. Create conversation books (idea from Linda Hodg-
don).  Use words and pictures to show what your child 
can talk about (.e., what has happened, will happen, and 
how to handle what happens).   Have a page with pictures 
of relatives, especially if he has not seen them in a while.  
Consider a page with visual reminders of specific routines 
or social skills he has been practicing.  Also include a 
page that tells him/her how to handle potentially difficult 
situations, e.g., use a card that says “Take a Break” with 
options of where to go and what to do to reduce anxiety.  Refer to the book often, during the holidays, as a great reminder of 
expectations.

3. Pre-teach needed social skills, e.g, how to greet guests at the door without saying, “Did you bring me a gift?”  Also teach 
routines like, when to open gifts, can you play with someone else’s gifts, and what should you do if you get a gift you do not 
like.

4. Have de-stressing items/food readily available.  If you are traveling for the hol- i-
days, make sure you have the child’s favorite foods or toys available. Having familiar 
items readily available can help the child to calm in stressful situations.  Also find a quiet 
place where your child can go to engage in a favorite activity or eat a snack when he gets 
over-stimulated.    

5. Give kids jobs.  Pick things they can do and even let them choose what they can do to help.  This will help keep them 
focused and will keep them “grounded.”

Cathy Pratt has written additional tips at http://www.iidc.indiana.edu/index.php?pageId=570


